
Happy Wednesday! 
 

This past Thursday was our Meet the Teacher Night. I was happy to 
hear that many families attended the zoom sessions with the teachers. 
It was a great opportunity to meet your child’s teachers and to meet 
parents of other students in the classroom. 
 
This Friday will be our first Christian Witness Mass. You can view 
this mass, like all our school masses, via live stream. It is also a 15-
minute early release drill day. 
 
Thank you to everybody who helped to make the Chiavetta’s Chicken 
BBQ such a success this past Sunday. 
 
Remember that there will be no school on Friday, October 9th. Our 
teachers will be attending virtual professional development classes.  
 
Thank you to everybody for following our reopening regulations and 
protocols.  Together we can work to keep everybody safe. If you are 
not sure if you should send in your child go with “When in doubt, 
keep them out!” 
 

Have a great week! 
 

God's Peace and Love, 
Mrs. Kwitowski 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL ’S DESK . . .  
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NEWSNOTE 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

• 9/30 - Fall Book Fair 
Continues 

• 10/2 - 15min Emer-
gency Early Release 
Drill 

• 10/7 - Book Fair Ends 

• 10/9 - No School, 
Staff PD Day, The 
building will be closed 

• 10/12 - No School, 
Columbus Day  
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BY THE NUMBERS 

SCRIP: 

Please take a moment to familiarize your-
self with this easy & convenient fundraiser! 

Moving forward, in this section we will 
break down what our current profit for the 
month is as compared to our goal.  Every 
purchase of a gift card means money off 
your tuition!  

CHIAVETTA’S CHICKEN DINNER: 

Thank you to everyone who supported our 
Chiavetta’s drive-thru this past Sunday.  
 

We did not sell out, but the remaining 
dinners were donated to Response to 
Love, a worthy organization that is very 
grateful to receive them!   
 

Please read the NewsNotes for future 
events, as we rely on volunteers to help 
these events run efficiently. It’s so reward-
ing to get involved, help the school and 
parish, and make new friends! 

 
CANDY BAR SALE:  

Online orders are preferred but hard cop-
ies of the form are available at any time.  

Questions can be sent at any time to     
candybarsale@smeschool.com.  

 

HOME SCHOOL ASSOCIATION (PTA) 

Thank you to those that have already submitted your candy bar orders! The chocolate arrived 
last week and our first boxes went out the door last Friday!  

Orders can be placed at any time via the google form: https://forms.gle/eq1au7amGqRBrbLj6 
and is also available on the NewsNote tab of the website.  

If you prefer a hard copy of the order form, please email: candybarsale@smeschool.com.  

This has historically been HSA’s largest fundraiser for the school and the duration of the sale will 
depend on the demand.  

This year we will only be offering Gertrude Hawk Chocolate. Boxes contain 48 bars. Factory 
mixed boxes as well as the ever popular ‘build your own’ option are available.  

Payment will be due within 30 days of distribution by cash, check, charge (of 2 boxes or more) 
or Venmo by request.  

Thank you for your anticipated support of this delicious fundraiser!  

We have already set up several socially distant fundraisers including:  
 

 Candy Bar Sale featuring Gertrude Hawk Chocolate  

 Little Caesar’s Pizza (Information coming home today!) 

 Panera Bread Fundraiser (December 17th) 

NEW! HEALTH SCREENING PROCEDURE 

 

NURSE NOTES 

Thank you all for your cooperation and understanding with our new 
health protocols that we need to follow this school year.   
 
We understand the frustration and want our students and staff back to 
school as quickly and as safely as possible.   
 
I will always suggest a phone call to your primary doctor’s office first 
but would like to make you aware of a new COVID-19 testing option.  
The Erie County Department of Health is offering rapid COVID-19 
testing for students and employees, results from the test take about 15 
minutes.   
 
The testing is at rotating locations in the northtowns, central Erie 
County, and southtowns.  An appointment must be made to get test-
ed; this can be done by calling 716-858-2929.   
 
This testing is only for Erie County residents who are attending in-
person classes and showing symptoms and school ID must be brought.   
 
As always, please call with any questions or concerns.  Thank you!    
 
Mrs. Parker RN, BSN  
parkerk@smeschool.com 
683-2112 x128 

Effective Monday, October 5th, we will be requiring each student to have a Health Screening 
submitted via Google Forms. The form will be emailed to every household Sunday evening and 
is expected to be done prior to your child(ren) leaving for school Monday morning.  
 
This form must be completed for each child. Please do not submit multiple names on the form.  
 
If you have questions at any time, please feel free to reach out to either the school nurse or prin-
cipal.  

Last Call! We still have several classes without at least one POC 
volunteer. If you are interested in assisting your child's teacher 
throughout the year, please complete the google form which can be 
found at:  

https://forms.gle/FurdgHTimfxngfDHA  
We would like to host a Zoom meeting soon!  

The Home School Association is a vital group of volunteers who work to ensure the positive growth of our school community. The HSA team 
will host a variety of fundraisers throughout the school year. Each fundraiser benefits the school and students directly.  
 
Our Spirit Shop is progressing nicely and we are hopeful to have a new order form out to everyone very soon! We are excited to be able to 
offer some new items and will also have an online store so stay tuned!  



Last week, each family should have received a Scrip information pack-
et, and hopefully you have had a chance to review it. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to us! The brown enve-
lope is what you can use to send your orders in to school with your 
child, and what your gift cards will be sent home to you in. If you 
place an order online for physical cards, please send in your brown 
folder for us to send the cards home to you in. 
 

Also, be sure to enroll in online payments (PrestoPay) to receive your 
eGift cards and reloads to your physical gift cards faster, and to down-
load the Raise Right Fundraising app! The app is great for shopping on 
the go – fill your cart with what you need, do some quick math, then 
order the ecard before you get in line. At the check-out, just have the 
cashier scan the barcode.  
 

Don’t forget that there is a locked box in the church foyer and outside 
the main school office so that you can drop off orders whenever it is 
convenient for you! 

If you have any questions, please email us at scrip@smeschool.com. 
Thank you for your support of the Scrip program! 

Mary Kate DeMarzio & Jessica Kulpit 
Scrip Coordinators 

2 St. Mary’s Hill 
Lancaster, NY 14086 

Phone: 716-683-2112 
Fax: 716-683-2134 

www.smeschool.com 

ST .  MARY ’S  

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

Hi, everyone!!  I’m Steve Hunter and I’m extremely happy and proud to be the Mu-
sic teacher here at SME.  Many of the parents probably know me as the guy who 
holds up the morning drop off line to give treats to the dogs in the cars. This is my 
fourth year at SME and my 29th year teaching in Catholic schools in the Diocese of 
Buffalo.  I got my Bachelor’s and Master's degrees in Music Education from U.B. in 
1992 and 2002 respectively.  Over the years I’ve played saxophone in a number of 
local jazz, rock, and big bands in the area and also performed with the Amherst 
Chamber Ensembles, UB Saxophone Ensemble, and Erie County Wind Ensemble. 
 

Enough about me, on to what we’re going to do in school this year!  Obviously we 
will be doing much less singing so, in the younger grades (PK - 2), we’ll be doing a 
lot more moving and rhythm activities with recorded songs and classroom percussion 
instruments. Our middle grades (3-5) will do movement and rhythm activities as 
well, but they will also be learning more about the different styles of music, the com-
posers, and reading music.  Our middle school students are going to focus on bucket 
drumming and performing in Choirchime choirs.  Also, our students in grades 4 - 8 
have been invited to take instrument lessons at school and we should be beginning our 
lessons next week!  One final piece about the Music Program at SME; I have been 
hosting a Ukulele Club after school once a week.  This year, the club will be open to 
grades 5 - 8 and I will be having sign-up’s for the Ukulele Club in a few weeks. 
 

If you have any questions at all, I can always be reached by email at                                  
hunters@smeschool.com. 

 

Things may be different this year, but they’re still going to be fantastic!! 

 

U PON  T HIS  H ILL ,   

W E  DO  G OD ’S  W ILL  

Order forms for Birthday Snacks are available on-line on the Lunch 
Menu link.  Simply print out the appropriate form, include pay-
ment and send in with your child in advance of the celebrated day.   

If you have any questions regarding the SME Lunch Program, 
please feel free to contact us at kitchenmanager@smeschool.com.  
You may also reach us by telephone at 683-2112 ext. 119.  We will 
respond as soon as possible, keeping in mind that we serve lunch 
from 10:30 am until 1 pm. 

Please see the lunch menu for October coming home today. The 
monthly menu is always available on our school website & will be 
uploaded to eSchool as well.  

SME Kitchen 

Tracy Hadsall & Jenny Fulciniti  

SET 

LAST CALL!  
 

The SET Directory opt in/out of 
form is due TODAY!  
 

Don’t miss your opportunity to 
tailor your information distributed 
in this useful 
tool.  

PE UNIFORMS  

Our latest order of PE uniforms has been received & distribut-
ed! We thank you for your patience.   
 

PE orders can be submitted anytime throughout the school 
year. Contact Mrs. Kuhn (secretary@smeschool.com) for an 
order form.  

A reading challenge... 
 

By reading more complex books, your child can learn new words, 
facts, and ideas. They’ll also be exposed to more complicated 

plots and will grow as a reader.  
Share these suggestions:  

 

 Knowing something about the topic or setting makes a 
tougher book easier to comprehend. If your youngster is 
reading a novel set in France, they could talk to someone 
who has been there or look up the country online.  

       (try a children’s site like kids.nationalgeographic.com).  
 Encourage your child to look at a simpler book on the same 

subject. A picture-book biography about Harriet Tubman 
may help your youngster better understand a textbook 
chapter on the civil rights movement, for instance.  

 Suggest that your child read complicated material with 
pencil & paper in hand. They can jot down questions, 
words to look up, or facts they want to learn more about. 

 
So dig into a good book through our Bookfair!  

 

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/fall2020 
  

 
 

STAY IN THE KNOW 

 

 

 

Save the Date:  10/2 15 min Early 
Release Drill 

Save the Date:  10/9 No School 

Save the Date:  10/12 No School 

Save the Date:  10/21 Fall Picture 
Re-Take Day 

Save the Date:  10/28 Progress Re-
port Upload 

 

8TH GRADE INFO 

If your child is planning on attending a Catholic High School, 
please don’t forget to submit the signed record release form as 
indicated in your application confirmation email.  

Information for the St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute’s Open 
House is included electronically this week.  

 

HANDBOOK 

If you have not yet signed & re-
turned the last page of the Parent/
Student handbook please do so 
ASAP. Forms were due on 9/25.  
 
If you are in need of another hand-
book, an electronic version can be 
emailed to you. Just the last page 
needs to be signed & returned.  

A NOTE FROM THE K ITCHEN SCRIP CORNER 

MEET THE MUSIC TEACHER 

Although we are going green as 
much as possible; hard copies of 
any flyer or form are always avail-
able and can be sent home with 
your child.  
 

Please email Mrs. Kuhn   
(secretary@smeschool.com) at 
any time if you need a hard copy.  

FLYERS & FORMS 

The theme of this fall’s Scholastic Book Fair is the “Book Fair Time 
Machine” and don’t we all wish that we could move past all of this 

uncertainty!    
 

Our fall fair will be an ONLINE only fair, and you’re invited to shop 
our Scholastic Book Fair through October 7. All purchases benefit 
our school and connect kids with new books, favorite characters, 
complete series, and more.  Help SME reach its goal of $2000 in 
sales! 
 

Visit our Book Fair Homepage and click “Shop Now” to get started:          
 

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/fall2020 
Happy reading,   
  Bernadette Bookmiller, SME Bookfair Chair  

FALL BOOKFAIR  
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ST. MARY’S ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, LANCASTER, NY- “...visible examples of Gospel living.” 

 
   

Child lunches are $3.00. Adult lunches are $4.25.  Fresh fruit & vegetables are offered daily, when available. If you 
have any questions, please call the Kitchen Manager at 683-2112 x119.  Thank you for your participation.  We love 
our customers! 

 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Daily Alternate Lunch Options 

  Each Alternate includes 

protein, grain, veggies, 

fruit & milk. 

B – Julienne Salad 

C – Yogurt Parfait 

D – Sunbutter & Jelly 

E – Deli Turkey Sandwich 

F – Deli Ham Sandwich 

Prepayments  

Accepted Daily… 

Appreciated Always! 

Check to SME or Cash! 

1 

Loaded Baked Potato 

Tomato Soup 

Broccoli, Fruit & Milk 

 

 

2 

Cheese Pizza 

Mixed Veggies 

Fruit & Milk 

5 Catholic Schools Marathon 

French Toast Sticks 

Hash Brown Patty 

Sausage, Juice, Fruit, Milk 

6 

Mexi Incredi-Bowl 

Black Beans, Rice 

Corn, Fruit & Milk 

7 

Mac-n-Cheese 

Tomato Soup 

Peas, Fruit & Milk 

8 

Chicken Dinner 

Mashed Potatoes 

Carrots, Fruit & Milk 

9 

No School 

Enjoy Your Day! 

12 

No School 

Columbus Day 

13 

Taco-in-a-Bag 

Corn, Bean Salad 

Fruit & Milk 

14 

Chicken Parm 

w/Side of Spaghetti 

Veggie, Fruit & Milk 

15 

Sweet Sour Chicken 

Rice, Asian Veggies 

Fruit & Milk  

16 

Mozzarella Sticks 

w/Marinara 

Salad, Fruit & Milk 

19 

Breakfast Pizza 

Roasted Potatoes 

Juice, Fruit & Milk 

 

20 

Nachos Grande 

Corn, Bean Salad 

Fruit & Milk 

21 

Popcorn Chicken 

Tater Tots, Peas 

Fruit & Milk 

22 

Italiano Incredi-Bowl 

Risotto, Northern Beans 

Broccoli, Fruit & Milk 

23 

Calzones 

Romaine Salad 

Carrots, Fruit & Milk 

26 

Breakfast Sandwich 

Hash Brown Patty 

Juice, Fruit & Milk 

27 

Taco Pizza 

Texas Caviar 

Corn, Fruit & Milk 

 

28 

Loaded Baked Potato 

Tomato Soup 

Green Beans, Fruit, Milk 

 

29 

Ramen Incredi-Bowl 

Cauliflower 

Carrots, Fruit & Milk 

 

 

 

 

30 Happy Halloween! 

Boo! Cheese Pizza 

Romaine Salad Eek! 

Veggies, Fruit & Milk 

Menu subject to change. 



  

 Our Mission All dishes are made fresh daily with only the best produce, quality proteins and low fat dairy.   We limit processed foods and pre-packaged entrees.  Many, if not 

most, menu items have minimal ingredients and are prepared from scratch.  Students and Staff can choose from a variety of Daily Alternate Choices, as well as 

the Main Entrée.  We hope your child finds many favorites, and looks forward to the lunch we serve.   

 Did you know . . .  When we serve juice with our breakfast entrees, it counts towards our vegetable requirement.  Carrots, kale, broccoli, sweet potatoes, as well as apples and pears 

can be found in the list of ingredients for our Dragon Punch and Wango Mango Juice.  The kids love ‘em, and you can too, knowing that they are getting a healthy 

dose of veggies and fruits all in one serving! 

 Oh, and this, too! Remember, we offer a variety of snack options for Birthday Treats!  Tree Nut, Peanut Free, too!  At $0.50 each, you can celebrate your child’s special day in the 

classroom or in the lunchroom without breaking the bank!  Forms are on-line and can be found on the SME website under the Lunch Menu pull down.  Scroll to 

the bottom of the monthly menu post, and you will see what forms are available.  Cash or check (made out to SME) is accepted.   

 Fun with Numbers In the month of September, we made and sold over 800 lunches!  Mrs Hadsall and Mrs Fulciniti were very busy, but we are a kitchen that goes all out to keep our 

students and staff happy!  We will keep making the classics, but hope to introduce some new favorites every month.  Keep watching those NewsNotes!  As 

always, we appreciate your support, welcome your input and look forward to seeing you in the Lunch Line!  Tracy Hadsall & Jenny Fulciniti 

 

 Loaded Baked Potato Fresh, delivered weekly, Russet Potatoes, baked and topped with Steamed Broccoli, melted Cheese and Real Bacon Crumbles 

 Cheese Pizza Whole Grain Pizza Crust with Tomato Sauce and Low Fat Mozzarella 

 French Toast Sticks Whole Grain French Toast Sticks baked and served with Warm Syrup, Sausage Links and Hash Brown Patty 

 Mexi Incredi-Bowl Brown Rice served in a Bowl covered with Taco Meat, Corn, Black Beans, Shredded Cheddar Cheese & Taco Sauce 

 Mac-n-Cheese Whole Grain Pasta with Homemade, Low Fat Cheddar and American Cheese Sauce, baked to Perfection 

 Chicken Dinner Chicken pieces lightly battered and baked to a Tasty Crunch served with Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Veggies and Fruit 

 Taco-in-a-Bag Taco Meat scooped into a Bag of Whole Grain Tortilla Chips with Shredded Cheddar Cheese & Salsa 

 Chicken Parm Whole Grain Breaded Chicken Patty, baked with Low Fat Mozzarella Cheese and Marinara Sauce 

 Sweet-n-Sour Chicken Crunchy Popcorn Chicken tossed in a Sweet Sour Sauce, served over a Bowl of Brown Rice 

 Mozzarella Sticks Whole Grain Breading over Mozzarella Cheese, baked and served with Marinara Sauce 

 Breakfast Pizza Whole Grain Pizza Crust topped with Eggs, Cheddar & Mozzarella Cheeses and Real Bacon Crumbles 

 Nachos Grande Lean Ground Beef spiced with Taco Seasonings, served hot over Whole Grain Tortilla Chips, topped with melted Mild Cheddar Cheese Sauce, with Optional 

Salsa, Sour Cream and or Hot Sauce 

 Popcorn Chicken Whole Grain, Breaded Popcorn Chicken Bites baked to a tasty Crunch!  Served with Optional BBQ Sauce 

 Italiano Incredi-Bowl Risotto (Italian Arborio Rice), Mini Meatballs, Escarole & Northern Beans sprinkled with Parmesan Cheese  

 Calzones Whole Grain Pocket with Marinara Sauce and Ricotta Cheese 

 Breakfast Sandwich Whole Grain English Muffin, Scrambled Egg Patty, Slice of American Cheese and Ham  

 Taco Pizza Whole Grain Pizza Crust topped with Taco Beef, Cheddar & Mozzarella Cheese, topped with Shredded Lettuce, Sour Cream & Taco Sauce 

 Ramen Incredi-Bowl Restaurant Grade Ramen Noodles and Broth, served with a variety of Fresh Veggies 

  






