
FROM THE PRINCIPALS DESK . . .  

ATHLETICS - CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

Happy New Year! As we welcome 2019, the Bison Fund is accepting K-8 Pre-
Applications for funding for the 2019-2020 school year.  Families should apply 
online through our website at  http://bisonfund.com/our-scholarships.  The Pre-
Application is only for families new to BISON.  Our Pre-Application deadline is 
February 28, 2019. We will hold a lottery drawing on March 1, 2019 to award the 
scholarship. Families selected will be notified by e-mail to complete the full appli-
cation. Wait listed families will also be notified by e-mail. 
 

The Board of Directors has voted to let families receiving a 15% scholarship to re-
new it but we will not be adding any new awards to that income bracket.  
 

Current families will be e-mailed a link to complete the requalification process 
on February 19, 2019. The families will log into the scholarship database to com-
plete the requalification forms and upload their financial information. As a remind-
er the deadline for all returning families is April 15, 2019. 
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Cindy McDonald, Program 
Director at 716-854-0869 ext. 1 or cmcdonald@bisonfund.com. 
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NEWSNOTE 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

•  1/27 - 2/2 - Catholic 
Schools Week 

• 1/30 - SNOW DAY 

• 1/31 - SNOW DAY 

• 2/1 - CSW Dress for Success 
Day, Distinguished Graduate 
Mass & Reception, 8:30 

• 2/2 - CSW Mass, 4:30 in the 
church, Spirit Games & Ice 
Cream Social  

• 2/4 - 1:00 Dismissal, Dress 
Down Day 

• 2/5 - New Family Open 
House, 6-7:30pm 
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BY THE NUMBERS 

PASTORS PASSAGE 

Families of Saint Mary’s Elementary School. 
 

This week we are celebrating Catholic Schools 
Week as a way of expressing our commitment 
to sharing and deepening our Christian faith with 
and for our children.  
 

This Saturday, February 2  you are invited to 
join with Saint Mary’s parishioners at our 4:30 
pm Mass to celebrate together our thanks for all 
the Lord’s blessings. Your presence at this Mass 
is a great way of showing your appreciation for 
the support and interest of Saint Mary’s parish-
ioners in our school and its mission of shaping 
and sharing our Christian faith. Some of the chil-
dren will share roles in the Mass  as they help us 
celebrate the Eucharist.  
 

We look forward to this opportunity of praying 
together with families and friends of Saint 
Mary’s Elementary School. See you on Saturday 
as we conclude this special week together!  
 

Fr. Paul 

SCRIP 
 

From 1/23/19  to 1/282/2019, the 
Scrip rebate profit earned for the 

school was $117.76.   
 

 

Monthly Scrip            Monthly Scrip  
Sales Goal  Profit Goal 
$30,000.00  $1,500.00 
  

 

January               Year 
Profit-to-Date           Profit-to-Date 
$753.50                   $7,633.63 

 

We thank you for your support in 
making the SCRIP program a success 
for our school, parish and for our chil-
dren! If each family is able to purchase 
just $200 in gift cards per month, the 
SCRIP program would be a HUGE 
success! Don’t forget that you can pay 
for your purchases ONLINE as well – 
if you haven’t heard of this option yet, 
please reach out to me – it is so easy to 
sign up!  
 

Candy Bar Sale 
 

The prize eligible portion of the 
2018/2019 candy bar sale will be con-
cluding on February 14.  We ask at this 
time that all families make an effort to 
get their money in so that prizes may 
be distributed.  Although the prize 
portion will be ending, we still have 
candy in stock and will be able to dis-
tribute beyond this date while supplies 
last.  While no additional prizes will be 
awarded, selling candy bars still repre-
sents a good fundraising opportunity 
for the school.   
Contact Rob & Jackie Brodziak at  
candybarsale@smeschool.com with 
any questions.  

B ISON FUND 

On Saturday February 2nd we will be wrapping up Catholic Schools Week with an 
ice cream social and Spirit Games. We would like to invite all SME families to join 
the festivities. The schedule is as follows… 

• 4:30pm School Mass at Church (students attending are asked to wear their 
school uniform) 

• 5:30pm Ice Cream Social in the Cafeteria 

• 6:00-7:30pm – Spirit Games: Free Throw Shooting Contests and S.M.E. 
(P.I.G.) basketball knock out game in the Parish Center. Parents and all students 
are welcome to join in the fun. 

• 6:00pm All SME basketball teams (3rd grade through 8th grade players) are 
invited to help create team banners to hang in the gym for Open House. Assorted 
basketball themed cut outs will be available to decorate your team banner. You can 
get as creative as you would like. We’ll have markers available to write a special 
message to all of those who enter our gym. 

• 6:30-7:30pm – Our boys and girls 7th grade basketball teams combine to take 
on our boys and girls 8th grade teams in a coed showdown of upper classmen in the 
school gym. Make sure to stop in to watch them do battle.  
 

GO KNIGHTS!!!!! 

Happy Wednesday! 
 

This week as we celebrate Catholic Schools Week, we 
ask that all of the students demonstrate the values and 
faith that they gain through their Catholic Education 
and learn how to make the world a better place. It is 
the job of all us here to participate in our mission of 
being disciples of Jesus and to love and serve others. 
To wrap up Catholic Schools Week, we will have a 
mass on Saturday, 2/2 followed by a basketball game 
and ice cream social at the school. Please join us at 
our mass celebration and the fun that follows. 

Open House will be held on Tuesday, February 5th 

from 6-7:30. Although this is primarily for new fami-

lies to tour the school, all of our current families are 

welcome to attend!    

God's Peace and Love, 
Mrs. Kwitowski 
 

Friday, Feb. 1st, Main Lunch Option: 
Cheese Pizza, Romaine salad, Vegetable & Fruit 

A friendly  reminder of 
how you’ll be notified 
in the event of a school 
closing: 
 

A phone call from: 
1(866)419-5001 

A text from: 
761-27 

An email from: 
Mrs. Kwitowski 

 

We are also closed if 
Lanc. Central School 

District is closed. Local 
news stations will also 
have our school listed. 



The bottle drive supporting our 8th grade 
class continues throughout the school 
year. There is a donation bin in the foyer. 
Donations can also be dropped off at Cash 
for Cans on William & Aurora. Thank you 
for your continued support!  

Students wishing to have bottle return 
money credited directly to their own ac-
counts (rather than the general 8th grade 
account) can submit their bottle return 
money in a labeled envelope.  

 

 

2 St. Mary’s Hill 
Lancaster, NY 14086 

Phone: 716-683-2112 
Fax: 716-683-2134 

www.smeschool.com 

ST .  MARY ’S  

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

FO LLOW  US  O N  FACE BOO K !  

“…V I SI BLE  EXAMPLES  OF  GOSPE L  
LIV ING…”  

8TH GRADE INFORMATION 

HSA 

Craft/Vendor Fair on Sunday, March 24th! 
Any/All Independent Consultants or Crafters are welcome.  

The cost is $15 + a basket to raffle if you have your own table or $25 + a basket to raffle if you need a table.   
Set up begins @ 9am and the doors are open from 11:00 - 4:30 

A copy of the flyer & vendor application are attached electronically to this weeks NewsNote.  
 
Meat Raffle on Friday, March 29th!  

Doors open at 6pm - first spin at 7 
$5 presale - $7 at the door  

Admission includes: beer/wine & pop 
Don’t forget your own snacks, lots of dollar bills & a cooler for your winnings! 
Please share the flyer with your friends & family. Everyone loves a Meat Raffle! 

 

A chairperson or team is needed for this event.  
Please contact the HSA team at hsa@smeschool.com for more information.  

STAY IN THE KNOW 

 

 

Save the Date:  2/2 - Spirit Games & 
Ice Cream Social  

Save the Date:  2/4 - 1:00 Dismissal & 
Dress Down Day 

Save the Date:  2/6 - Spring Picture 
Day 

Save the Date: 2/7 - Pre-K 4 & 8th 
Grade graduation photos 

Save the Date: 2/18 - 2/22 - Mid Win-
ter Break 

READY SET READ 

SCRIP 

SPRING P ICTURE DAYS 

FEBRUARY FREEZE  

Patron forms - Due 2/1 
 

The Feb. Freeze T-Shirt order was placed this past 
weekend following the 1/25 order due date. There 
were a limited stock of extra shirts ordered.  
T-Shirt orders received since 1/28 will be filled as 
stock allows, on a first come first serve basis.  
 

If you are interested in being part of the February 
Freeze Tournament Committee, please email Julie 
Wolford at jmwolford7473@yahoo.com.  

Save the date: The Scrip office will be open from 9:00-11:00 on Saturday, February 2nd. 
Gymboree is going out of business! Do you know what that means? Sales!!  
We have (4) $25 gift cards that we need to sell, so why not buy them yourself and take  
advantage of those great deals before they’re gone! 

Do you know of all the Local businesses that participate in our SCRIP Program?  
Right here in the village we have: Bloomsbury Lane Toy Shoppe ($25 / 10%), The New 
York Store ($25 / 4%), Chrusciki Bakery ($25 / 10%), Franks Grille ($25 / 20%) &  
RJ’s Piano Tuning ($95 / 25%).  
Plus other local favorites like: Federal Meats ($20 / 5%), Fowlers ($20 / 40%), Tops (5%), 
Kohls (5%), Delta Sonic Oil Change ($25 / 20%) & Super Kiss ($12 / 50%).   
Simply Certificates offers a variety of retailers to fit any need (10%)!  

Contact the Scrip office at scrip@smeschool.com  
to find out how you can support this fundamental program.  

SME VARIETY SHOW 

This year we will be  
hosting SME’s 1st ever 

“Shining Lights”  
Variety Show!  

 

The show will be held on  
March 14th & 15th.  

 

On Thursday, March 14th, your ticket  
to the show will also include a  

spaghetti dinner.  
 
 

Auditions last chance on 2/4!! We know 
SME has talent - lets show it off!!  

 
Practice will take place on March 5th & 

7th - you only need to attend one! 
 

Dress rehearsal (mandatory) will take 
place on Tuesday March 12th.  

 

 

 
 

~ No Dress Down Coupons will be allowed on Spring Picture Days ~  
 

Spring Picture Day: Wednesday, February 6th 
Only students who will be having their Spring photo taken (and have their order form & payment with them) 
should be dressing up for photos. All other students should wear their school uniform.  
 

Pre-K Graduation Picture Day:  Wednesday, February 6th & Thursday, February 7th 
Students will be photographed in a cap & gown.  
 

Grade 8 Graduation Picture Day: Thursday, February 7th 
All students in 8th Grade are asked to either wear or bring a WHITE polo shirt with them for photographs. 
 

Visit www.inter-state.com (Order code 37106JE) to see the options for Spring photos & 
even order online! Picture order forms will be sent home on Monday, February 4th.  

Mega Raffle order forms will be sent out next week and you 
are welcome to reserve your favorite number at any time – 
just send an email to us with your requested number. 
 

We are in need of a group of parents to coordinate our bas-
ket donations as well. If you are interested please contact 
Mary Kate.   

If you are interested in joining our committee, or helping 
with the event in any way, please contact  

Mary Kate DeMarzio at megaraffle@smeschool.com.  
 

Our next planning meeting will be  
Tuesday,  February 12th at 5:00 in Room 140. 

MEGA RAFFLE 

"Under the Stars"  
Ready SET Read Night will be held on  

Friday, March 22nd.   
 
SET has donated three copies of each 

book to the school library. They are available to check-
out now!   
 

You will find all the Ready SET Read information at-
tached electronically again this week.  

Our collection ends Friday!  A copy of the flyer is coming 
home one last time today. Gently used items (with the ex-
ception of car seats and cribs, breast pumps and used bot-
tles) are also accepted. Gently used clothing should be laun-
dered and free of stains, odors, and pet hair and that toys or 
other items are complete and ready for use by fami-
lies.  Cash donations will also be accepted. 

ST .  G IANNA MOLLA COLLECTION 

New: Lunch box exchange! Are your children’s lunch boxes 
hitting the mid-way break down? Kids change their styles as 
often as their shoes? Drop off (clean) gently used lunch box-
es for our lunchbox exchange! Students will be able to 
choose as soon as we have a collection to display.  

If you are interested in volunteering in the  
cafeteria please contact Mary Kate DeMarzio at  

lunchmonitor@smeschool.com.  

CAFETERIA CORNER 

mailto:jmwolford7473@yahoo.com
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Business Program Patrons 

 
Dear Friends of St. Mary’s Elementary,  
 
Our 3rd annual February Freeze Basketball Tournament is quickly approaching. The dates of the tournament are 
Thursday, February 14th—Sunday, February 17th. The tournament is for boys and girls basketball teams from 5th through 
8th grade. Last year we had 26 teams participate and hundreds of visitors came to the games. Everyone attending the 
tournament receives a Tournament Program which includes the brackets, team rosters,and advertising from local 
community businesses. We are asking for your support in sponsoring this popular athletic event by promote your business 
with a business ad.  
 
If interested, we encourage you to come catch some of the games during the following dates and times:  
Thursday 2/14, 5:30-9 pm  
Friday 2/15, 5:30-9 pm  
Saturday 2/16 9 am– 3 pm  
Sunday 2/18 9:30 am—2 pm for the Championship Games  
 
We truly appreciate your support of our 3rd Annual February Freeze Basketball Tournament.  
 
Sincerely,  
All of the volunteer Coaches & Parents 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please cut here and return below portion with your payment to St. Mary’s Elementary School by Friday, February 1, 2019 
to the attention of Mike & Julie Wolford.   Payable with cash or check to “St. Mary’s Elementary”  
 

_____1/4 page size ad $25  
_____1/2 page size ad $50  
_____Full page size ad $100  

 
Please attach a business card, printed sheet or email file to mwolford@ppg.com 



Family and Friends Program Patrons 

                   
Dear Family & Friends of St. Mary’s Elementary,  
 
Our 3rd annual February Freeze Basketball Tournament is quickly approaching. The dates of the tournament are 
Thursday, February 14th—Sunday, February 17th. The tournament is for boys and girls basketball teams from 5th through 
8th grade. Last year we had 26 teams participate and hundreds of visitors came to the games. Everyone attending the 
tournament receives a Tournament Program which includes the brackets, team rosters, advertising from local community 
businesses, and family and friend patrons. We are asking for your support in sponsoring this popular athletic event by 
purchasing a friends and family patron to cheer on your favorite players or teams.  
  
We encourage you to come catch some of the games during the following dates and times:  
Thursday 2/14, 5:30-9 pm  
Friday 2/15, 5:30-9 pm  
Saturday 2/16 9 am– 3 pm  
Sunday 2/18 9:30 am—2pm for the Championship Games  
 
We truly appreciate your support of our 3rd Annual February Freeze Basketball Tournament.  
 
Sincerely,  
All of the volunteer Coaches & Parents 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please cut here and return below portion with your payment to St. Mary’s Elementary School by Friday, February 1, 2019 
to the attention of Mike & Julie Wolford.   Payable with cash or check to “St. Mary’s Elementary”  
 

_____ one line in 24 font  on the “Family and Friends Partons Page” $5  
(Please write message here: _______________________________________________________________) 

_____1/4 page size ad $25  
_____1/2 page size ad $50  
_____Full page size ad $100  

 
Please attach a printed sheet or email file to mwolford@ppg.com 



SME’s 2019 February Freeze 

 
 
SME will be hosting the 2019 February Freeze Basketball Tournament from Thursday, February 
14- Sunday, February 17.  The tournament is for diocesan boys’ and girls’ basketball teams in 
grades 5-8.   We had twenty six teams take part last year and are hoping for even more this 
year.  Each year this event raises over $3,000 for our school’s athletics fund.  Here are the ways 
you can help make this year’s February Freeze successful: 
 

Volunteer your time: 
Please click on this link to sign up  to volunteer at the tournament: 

https://www.timetosignup.com/smebasketball/sheet/68992/ 
 

Donate a Basket: 
We are asking each of the SME Basketball teams to donate a basket valued at $25 for the basket 
raffle that will be held at the tournament.  If you are willing to put this basket together for your 
child’s team, let your child’s coach know.  You can ask families from your child’s team to donate 
a few dollars each to help purchase items for the basket.   
 

We are also asking SME families to please consider donating a basket for the basket raffle.  If 
you are able to donate a basket please email Julie Wolford at ​jmwolford7473@yahoo.com​. 
Baskets can be dropped off at the athletic office beginning Monday, February 11. 
 

 Buy & Sell Program Ads: 
We would like to ask businesses and families to sponsor our event by purchasing ads for our 
tournament program.  Please share the attached letters with your family members and 
business contacts. 
 

Order T-Shirts: 
This one’s the easiest!  See the attached order form to order your 2019 February Freeze t-shirts 
to wear when you cheer on our school! Orders must be received by Friday, January 25. 

https://www.timetosignup.com/smebasketball/sheet/68992/
mailto:jmwolford7473@yahoo.com
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