
FROM THE PRINCIPALS DESK . . .  

B ISON FUND 

Happy New Year! As we welcome 2019, the Bison Fund is accepting K-8 Pre-
Applications for funding for the 2019-2020 school year.  Families should apply 
online through our website at  http://bisonfund.com/our-scholarships.  The Pre-
Application is only for families new to BISON.  Our Pre-Application deadline is 
February 28, 2019. We will hold a lottery drawing on March 1, 2019 to award the 
scholarship. Families selected will be notified by e-mail to complete the full appli-
cation. Wait listed families will also be notified by e-mail. 
 

The Board of Directors has voted to let families receiving a 15% scholarship to re-
new it but we will not be adding any new awards to that income bracket.  
 

Current families will be e-mailed a link to complete the requalification process 
on February 19, 2019. The families will log into the scholarship database to com-
plete the requalification forms and upload their financial information. As a re-
minder the deadline for all returning families is April 15, 2019. 
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Cindy McDonald, Program 
Director at 716-854-0869 ext. 1 or cmcdonald@bisonfund.com. 
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NEWSNOTE 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

  1/16 - HSA Meeting -     
CANCELED 

 1/20 - Family Game Day, 
1:30-3:30 

 1/21 - No School, MLK Jr. 
Day 

 1/27 - 2/2 - Catholic Schools 
Week 

 2/1 - Distinguished Graduate 
Mass & Reception, 8:30 

 2/2 - Spirit Games & Ice 
Cream Social  

 2/4 - 1:00 Dismissal, Dress 
Down Day 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE : 

PRINCIPALS DESK  1 

FAMILY GAME DAY 1 

B ISON FUND 1 

DISTINGUISHED 

GRADUATE 

1 

ATHLETICS 1 

SNOWBALL DANCE 2 

READY SET READ 

 

FEBRUARY FREEZE 

 

VARIETY SHOW 

 

MEAT RAFFLE 

 

CATHOLIC 

SCHOOLS WEEK 

 

MEGA RAFFLE 

 

8TH GR .  INFO 

 

STAY IN THE KNOW 

 

2 

 

2 
 

2 
 

2 

 

2 

 

 

2 

 

2 

 

2 

BY THE NUMBERS 

FAMILY FUN DAY 

All SME Families are welcome to join us for 
Family Game day, this Sunday!  

 

The fun starts at 1:30 -  
please note adjusted time!  

 

1:30-3:30pm Bring Your Favorite Board Game to 
Play With Others 
 

2:30 Giant Left Right Center Game. If you would 
like to participate, bring 3 small snacks/objects 
per person. For example... 3 mini bags of Gold-
fish Crackers, 3 pencils, 3 snack size candy bars 
3:00 Parents vs. Kids Soccer Game 

 

Snacks / Hot Chocolate to be provided by HSA 
Want More???  Bring a Dish to Share if you Wish 

 

 

Please Come and Spend the Day with your 
St. Mary’s “Family” 

 

Please send your optional RSVP to 
hsa@smeschool.com 

 

SCRIP 
 

From 1/8/19  to 1/14/2019, the 
Scrip rebate profit earned for the 

school was $171.91.   
 

 

Monthly Scrip            Monthly Scrip  
Sales Goal  Profit Goal 
$30,000.00  $1,500.00 
  

 

January               Year 
Profit-to-Date           Profit-to-Date 
$466.23                   $7,346.36 

 

It is amazing to see our families sup-
porting the program and if each family 
is able to purchase just $200 in gift 
cards per month, the SCRIP program 
would be a HUGE success! 
 

Don’t forget that you can pay for your 
purchases ONLINE as well – if you 
haven’t heard of this option yet, please 
reach out to me – it is so easy to sign 
up! Please contact the Scrip office at 
scrip@smeschool.com to find out how 
you can support this fundamental pro-
gram.  
 

*Save the dates: The Scrip office will 
be open from 9:00-11:00 on Saturday, 
January 19th and Saturday, February 
2nd. 
 

If you have any extra Scrip enve-
lopes at home, feel free to send them 
to school. We’re happy to reuse 
them! 
 

Please contact the Scrip office at 
scrip@smeschool.com to find out how 
you can support this fundamental pro-
gram.  
   
 

 

ATHLETICS  

The Girls 8th grade basketball team won 
the SS Peter & Paul of Hamburg’s an-
nual tournament this past weekend. We 
now hold that title for the second year 
in a row!  
 

The Boys 8th grade basketball team lost 
to SSPP of Hamburg in the champion-
ship game of SSPP’s tournament giving 
the team a 2nd place finish.  The team’s 
record stands at 13-4 now. 
 

Congratulations to all of our Knight’s 
and those named to the All Tournament 
Team: Mattea G., Maggie D. Matthew 
& Travis B.!   
 
Please see the flyer coming home today 
regarding the dedication of our new 
scoreboard. All Knights are encouraged 
to attend in your SME sports apparel! 

Happy Wednesday! 
 

Just a reminder, the HSA meeting scheduled for 1/16 has 
been postponed until a later date. Also, in remembrance 
of Martin Luther King, Jr., there will be no school on 
Monday, 1/21.  Enjoy the long weekend! 
 
During the last week of January, we will be celebrating 
Catholic Schools Week. Since 1974, National Catholic 
Schools Week has been celebrated in the United States. 
We are planning several fun activities for the week, keep-
ing in mind our theme of “Go Make a Difference”.  In 
your blue folder you will find a flyer with special activi-
ties & dress days! We will wrap up Catholic Schools 
Week with a basketball game and ice cream social on Sat-
urday, February 2nd. 
 
God's Peace and Love, 
Mrs. Kwitowski 
 
 

Are you a Graduate of St. Mary’s Ele-
mentary School or do you know one?  
 

Did you know that each year we honor 
one of our former graduates at the 
conclusion of Catholic Schools Week 
in February?  
 

Please let us know about the accom-
plishments of an outstanding SME 
alum by nominating him/her for the 
2019 St. Mary’s Distinguished Gradu-
ate Award.  
 

Contact the school office at 683-2112 
for a nomination form by January 18, 
2019.    
 

A copy of the nomination form is avail-
able on our school website at 
www.smeschool.com or by contacting 
the school office. Thank you! 
  

D ISTINGUISHED GRADUATE 

A friendly  reminder of 
how you will be notified 
in the event of a school 
closing: 
 

A phone call from: 
1(866)419-5001 

A text from: 
761-27 

An email from: 
Mrs. Kwitowski 

 

We are also closed if 
Lanc. Central School 

District is closed. Local 
news stations will also 
have our school listed. 



Thank you to all that attended this past 
Friday’s 8th Grade sponsored Sports 
Dance!  

2 St. Mary’s Hill 
Lancaster, NY 14086 

Phone: 716-683-2112 
Fax: 716-683-2134 

www.smeschool.com 
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FO LLOW  US  O N  FACE BOO K !  

“…V I SI BLE  EXAMPLES  OF  GOSPE L  
LIV ING…”  

8TH GRADE INFORMATION 

HSA—MEAT RAFFLE  

Save the Date!  
HSA will be hosting a Meat Raffle on  

Friday, March 29th.  
 

A chairperson or team is needed for this 
event. Duties will involve: coordinating 
volunteers, advertising, bundling the 
money, getting the beer/pop. Please con-
tact the HSA team at hsa@smeschool.com 
for more information.  
 

A flyer for the event is coming home today. 
Additional copies are available in the school 
office if you are able to post them in the 
community or at your place of business.  

ST .  G IANNA MOLLA COLLECTION 

In addition to the needs list, the St. Gianna Molla Pregnancy 
Center gladly accepts gently used items.  The only used items 
they are NOT able to accept are car seats and cribs, due to gov-
ernment safety regulations, and breast pumps and used bottles 
for health and hygiene safety. They ask that gently used clothing 
be laundered and free of stains, odors, and pet hair and that toys 
or other items are complete and ready for use by families.  Cash 
donations will also be accepted. 

STAY IN THE KNOW 

 

 

Save the Date: 1/20 - Family Game 
Day, 1:30-3:30 

Save the Date: 1/21/19 - No School  

Save the Date:  2/2/19 - Spirit Games 
& Ice Cream Social  

Save the Date:  2/4/19 - 1:00 Dis-
missal & Dress Down Day 

Save the Date:  2/6/19 - Spring Picture 
Day 

 

READY SET READ 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

SNOWBALL DANCE 

FEBRUARY FREEZE  

Please see the flyers coming home today with infor-
mation on the February Freeze tournament includ-
ing:  
 
* How you can help *  T-shirt order form 
* Patron forms (for business’ & family/friends) 
 

If you are interested in being part of the February 
Freeze Tournament Committee, please email Julie 
Wolford at jmwolford7473@yahoo.com.  

On Friday, February 1st we are holding Career Day from 9:45 - 11:00 am and we need you!  
We are looking for a variety of people interested in talking to our students about their ca-
reer. We are looking for 12 volunteers; 3 each for student groups (Pre-K, grades K-2, 
grades 3-5 & grades 6-8). If you are interested in volunteering, please complete & return the 
form that went home last week by 1/18.  
 

In conjunction with the theme of ‘Go Make a Difference’, we will be hosting a school wide 
service project in support of the St. Gianna Molla Pregnancy Outreach Center. We will be 
collecting a variety of baby needs between January 10th & February 1st. Please refer to the 
flyer that went home last week with more information.  
 

Our Catholic Schools Week Mass will be held on Saturday, February 2nd @ 4:30. If your 
child is interested in participating in the mass, please return the bottom of the flyer that 
went out last week.  

Save the date!  
"Under the Stars" Ready SET Read Night  

will be held on Friday, March 22nd.   
 

Please be sure to check out the blue folder today for  
information regarding Battle of the Books including 
this years titles & more!  
 

SET has donated three copies of each book to the 
school library. They are available to checkout now!   
 

SME VARIETY SHOW 

This year we will be  
hosting SME’s 1st ever 

“Shining Lights”  
Variety Show!  

 

The show will be held on  
March 14th & 15th.  

 

On Thursday, March 14th, your ticket  
to the show will also include a  

spaghetti dinner.  
 
 

Auditions will take place  
January 23rd & 24th during school.  

 
Practice will take place on March 5th & 

7th - you only need to attend one! 
 

Dress rehearsal (mandatory) will take 
place on Tuesday March 12th.  

 

 

We are looking forward to what is sure 
to be a wonderful showcase of our tal-
ented students!  

 
 

The annual Diocesan wide Snowball Dance for 
grades 5 - 6 & 7 - 8 will be held on Friday, January 
25th  as a kick off to Catholic Schools Week.  
 

The dance will be held at St. Gregory the Great 
School in Williamsville. Tickets are available online 
for $40. Proceeds from this event help raise funds 
for catholic education in WNY.  
 

We are still in need of chaperones for the 7th & 8th 
grade portion of the evening. If you are interested 
please contact adistefano@buffalodiocese.org.     
A copy of the flyer is going home electronically to-
day.  

Information will be coming home in February re: selling/
purchasing tickets for this year’s Mega Raffle event on Fri-
day, June 7th and you are welcome to reserve your favorite 
number at any time. 
 

If you are interested in joining our committee, or helping 
with the event in any way, please contact Mary Kate DeMar-
zio at megaraffle@smeschool.com. We are in need of a 
group of parents to coordinate our basket donations as well. 
If you are interested please contact Mary Kate.   
 

Our next planning meeting will be  
Tuesday,  February 12th at 5:00 in Room 140. 

MEGA RAFFLE 

The annual calendar has been updated and placed at the 
front of your blue folder. Please post it and refer to it 

as we finish out our school year!   

 

mailto:jmwolford7473@yahoo.com














BOOKMARKcontest
Draw your bookmark design within the box on the left of 
this page.
 
Entries for students in Pre-K 3 through 3rd grade 
should promote the theme "Reading Under the Stars".
 
Entries for students in grades 4-8 should promote the 
theme "Battle of the Books 2019". 
 
Bookmarks will be judged on originality and design. 
 
Original entries only. Use any colors you want but do 
not trace or use computer art.
 
Use markers, crayons or colored pencils. Make sure 
colors are filled in and solid. Do not use highlighters.
 
Return your designs to the school office by February 28 
to the attention of SET.
 
The winners will be announced at Ready SET Read 
Night on March 22.  
 
One winner will be chosen for grades Pre-K 3 through 
3rd and one winner will be chosen for grades 4-8. 
Winners will receive a prize and their bookmarks will be 
copied, laminated and distributed to all students at 
Ready SET Read and Battle of the Books.
 
Name _______________________________________
 
Grade ______________________________________
 
Homeroom Teacher ___________________________
 
 

Ready SET Read & 
Battle of the Books 2019
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