
FROM THE PRINCIPALS DESK . . .  

B ISON FUND 

Happy New Year! As we welcome 2019, the Bison Fund is accepting K-8 Pre-
Applications for funding for the 2019-2020 school year.  Families should apply 
online through our website at  http://bisonfund.com/our-scholarships.  The Pre-
Application is only for families new to BISON.  Our Pre-Application deadline is 
February 28, 2019. We will hold a lottery drawing on March 1, 2019 to award the 
scholarship. Families selected will be notified by e-mail to complete the full appli-
cation. Wait listed families will also be notified by e-mail. 
 

The Board of Directors has voted to let families receiving a 15% scholarship to re-
new it but we will not be adding any new awards to that income bracket.  
 

Current families will be e-mailed a link to complete the requalification process 
on February 19, 2019. The families will log into the scholarship database to com-
plete the requalification forms and upload their financial information. As a re-
minder the deadline for all returning families is April 15, 2019. 
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Cindy McDonald, Program 
Director at 716-854-0869 ext. 1 or cmcdonald@bisonfund.com. 
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NEWSNOTE 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 1/11 - Middle School Dance, 
Sports Theme, 7-9pm 

  1/16 - HSA Meeting, 6PM 

 1/21 - No School, MLK Jr. 
Day 

 1/27 - 2/2 - Catholic Schools 
Week 

 2/1 - Distinguished Graduate 
Mass & Reception, 8:30 

 2/2 - Spirit Games & Ice 
Cream Social  

 2/4 - 1:00 Dismissal, Dress 
Down Day 
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BY THE NUMBERS 

VARIETY SHOW 

Are you interested in participating in our Variety 
Show but think you missed your chance to sign 
up? Not to worry! We are sending the flyer home 
once again this week because we know our kids 
have talent and we want to show it off!  
 

We ask that all applications are returned by 1/15 
so that we can coordinate our audition schedule. 
Auditions will be held during the school day on 
January 23rd & 24th.  
  

Please remember this variety show will be in lieu 
of a school musical.   

SCRIP 
 

From 12/18/18  to 1/7/2019, the 
Scrip rebate profit earned for the 

school was $588.09.   
 

 

Monthly Scrip            Monthly Scrip  
Sales Goal  Profit Goal 
$30,000.00  $1,500.00 
  

 

January               Year 
Profit-to-Date           Profit-to-Date 
$294.32                   $7,174.45 

 

Don’t forget that you can pay for your 
purchases online as well – if you have-
n’t heard of this option yet, please 
reach out to me – it is so easy to sign 
up! 
 
We thank you for your support in 
making the SCRIP program a success 
for our school, our Parish and for our 
children! 
 
Please contact the Scrip office at 
scrip@smeschool.com to find out how 
you can support this fundamental pro-
gram.  
 
 
 

Candy Bar Sale                  
 

To find out how many boxes you’ve 
taken, paid for &/or need to level up 
please contact our Candy Bar Team at 
candybarsale@smeschool.com. Our 
success depends on you!   
 

 

SCRIP 

The December Scrip profit earned for 
the school was $3,077.33, which is 
AMAZING!!! Understandably, our sales 
were up due to the Christmas shopping 
season, but I know that we can keep the 
momentum going! It is amazing to see 
our families supporting the program and 
if each family is able to purchase just 
$200 in gift cards per month, the SCRIP 
program would be a HUGE success! 
 
Save the dates: The Scrip office will 
be open from 9:00-11:00 on Saturday, 
January 19th and Saturday, February 2nd. 
 
If you have any extra Scrip envelopes at 
home, feel free to send them to school. 
We’re happy to reuse them! 

Happy Wednesday! 
 

I hope that everybody had a wonderful Christmas and was 
able to take some time to relax and enjoy time with fam-
ily and friends. Normally in January we would have our 
Ready, Set, Read competition.  This year we will be 
holding this event in March.  
 

Our HSA will hold a meeting on 1/16 at 6:00 for all 
those who can attend.  
 

The last week of January we will be celebrating Catholic 
Schools Week.  Our theme this year is “Go Make a Dif-
ference”. 
 

The New Year is a time to celebrate past accomplish-
ments and to look forward to future successes. I wish you 
a year full of blessings, good health and much success. 
Have a wonderful, and prosperous New Year! 
 
God's Peace and Love, 
Mrs. Kwitowski 
 
 

Are you a Graduate of St. Mary’s Ele-
mentary School or do you know one?  
 

Did you know that each year we honor 
one of our former graduates at the 
conclusion of Catholic Schools Week 
in February?  
 

Please let us know about the accom-
plishments of an outstanding SME 
alum by nominating him/her for the 
2019 St. Mary’s Distinguished Gradu-
ate Award.  
 

Contact the school office at 683-2112 
for a nomination form by January 18, 
2019.    
 

A copy of the nomination form is avail-
able on our school website at 
www.smeschool.com or by contacting 
the school office. Thank you! 
  

D ISTINGUISHED GRADUATE 

On Friday, January 4th the 5th grade class wel-
comed guest speakers from The Darwin Martin 
House where they had the opportunity to learn 
what architecture is, and what is necessary for 
good architecture.  
 
The students will travel 
to The Darwin Martin 
House later this month 
to check out the archi-
tecture of the building.  



Information went home yesterday with 
your child with regards to your intentions 
for the 8th grade trip. If you have not yet 
returned it, please do so ASAP as a head 
count is due to the travel company by the 
end of the week.  

2 St. Mary’s Hill 
Lancaster, NY 14086 

Phone: 716-683-2112 
Fax: 716-683-2134 

www.smeschool.com 

ST .  MARY ’S  

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

FO LLOW  US  O N  FACE BOO K !  

“…V I SI BLE  EXAMPLES  OF  GOSPE L  
LIV ING…” 

8TH GRADE INFORMATION 

GALA 22:6 ART SHOW 

At this months 19th annual Gala 22:6 - A 
Celebration of Catholic Education there 
will be an exciting new feature; a student 
art show! Students in Pre-K - 8th grade are 
encouraged to enter their art. The theme of 
the art show is “Because of Catholic Educa-
tion…”. Students work should illustrate 
how their lives, their community, or their 
world can be impacted because of a Catho-
lic school experience.  
 

Artwork should be submitted to Mrs. Con-
nors by 1/18. If you have any questions 
please contact Mrs. Connors at  
connorsm@smeschool.com.  

NURSE NOTES 

Please remember that if your child needs to take medication 
while at school, I need written orders from a Doctor as well as a 
parent/guardian signature.   This includes all prescribed medi-
cations as well as over the counter medications that may include 
Tylenol, Motrin, Cough Drops, and Lactaid.  I do have specific 
medication forms available in my office or the Doctor may sim-
ply  write the orders on their letterhead.  Please understand this 
is for the safety of all students.   

 
Please let me know if you have any questions.    

 
Thank you, 

  
Mrs. Parker RN 

STAY IN THE KNOW 

 

 

Save the Date: 1/11/19 - Middle 
School Dance sponsored by 8th grade,     
7-9pm 

Save the Date:  1/16/19 - HSA Meet-
ing, 6pm 

Save the Date: 1/21/19 - No School  

Save the Date:  2/2/19 - Spirit Games 
& Ice Cream Social  

Save the Date:  2/4/19 - 1:00 Dis-
missal & Dress Down Day 

READY SET READ 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

SNOWBALL DANCE 

FEBRUARY FREEZE  

Basketball players and fans - Mark your calendars for 
the SME 2019 February Freeze Basketball Tourna-
ment!   
 

Our SME JV and Varsity teams will compete against 
other Diocesan teams at our school from Thursday, 
February 14- Sunday, February 17.   
 

If you are interested in being part of the February 
Freeze Tournament Committee, please email Julie 
Wolford at jmwolford7473@yahoo.com.  

On Friday, February 1st we are holding Career Day from 9:45 - 11:00 am and we need you!  
We are looking for a variety of people interested in talking to our students about their ca-
reer. We are looking for 12 volunteers; 3 each for student groups (Pre-K, grades K-2, 
grades 3-5 & grades 6-8). If you are interested in volunteering, please see the flyer coming 
home today. We are asking that they be completed & returned by 1/18.  
 

In conjunction with the theme of ‘Go Make a Difference’, we will be hosting a school wide 
service project in support of the St. Gianna Molla Pregnancy Outreach Center. We will be 
collecting a variety of baby needs between January 10th & February 1st. Please refer to the 
flyer coming home today with more information.  
 

Our Catholic Schools Week Mass will be held on Saturday, February 2nd @ 4:30. If you 
child is interested participating in the mass please return the bottom of the flyer coming 
home today.  

Save the date!  
Our  "Under the Stars" Ready SET Read Night will be 

held on Friday, March 22nd.   
 

Students will be able to wear their pajamas, bring 
flashlights, play games, make crafts and read books 
about outer space!  
 

Watch the NewsNote for more info to follow on this 
SET sponsored family event. 

SME VARIETY SHOW 

This year we will be  
hosting SME’s 1st ever 

“Shining Lights”  
Variety Show!  

 

The show will be held on  
March 14th & 15th.  

 

On Thursday, March 14th, your ticket  
to the show will also include a  

spaghetti dinner.  
 
 

Auditions will take place  
January 23rd & 24th.  

 
Practice will take place on March 5th & 

7th - you only need to attend one! 
 

Dress rehearsal (mandatory) will take 
place on Tuesday March 12th.  

 

 

We are looking forward to what is sure 
to be a wonderful showcase of our tal-
ented students!  

 
 

HSA - FAMILY GAME DAY 

The annual Diocesan wide Snowball Dance for 
grades 5 - 6 & 7 - 8 will be held on Friday, January 
25th  as a kick off to Catholic Schools Week.  
 

The dance will be held at St. Gregory the Great 
School in Williamsville. Tickets are available online 
for $40. Proceeds from this event help raise funds 
for catholic education in WNY.  
 

We are still in need of chaperones for the 7th & 8th 
grade portion of the evening. If you are interested 
please contact adistefano@buffalodiocese.org.     
A copy of the flyer is going home electronically to-
day.  

Save the Date! Mega Raffle is going to be held on Friday, 
June 7th.! 
 
Information will be coming home in February regarding 
selling/purchasing tickets. You are welcome to reserve your 
favorite number at any time.  
 
If you are interested in joining our committee, or helping 
with the event in any way, please contact Mary Kate De-
Marizo at megaraffle@smeschool.com. Our first planning 
meeting is this Thursday, January 10th at 5:00 in Room 140. 

MEGA RAFFLE 

Save the Date:  Family Game Day 
 

Sunday January 20, 2019, 1-3 pm 
St. Mary’s Parish Center 

 

1-3pm Bring Your Favorite Board Game  
              to Play With Others 
 

2:00 Giant Left Right Center Game 
           If you would like to participate, bring 3 small snacks/             
           objects per person. For example... 3 mini bags of                     
          Goldfish Crackers, 3 pencils, 3 snack size candy bars 
2:30 Parents vs. Kids Soccer Game 

 

Snacks / Hot Chocolate to be provided by HSA 
Want More???  Bring a Dish to Share if you Wish 

 

 
All are Welcome – Please Come and Spend the Day 

with your St. Mary’s “Family” 
 

Please send your optional RSVP to hsa@smeschool.com 

All students in grades 6-8 are invited to a sports 
themed dance this Friday from 7-9pm sponsored 
by our 8th graders. Dress in your favorite sports 
apparel! Concessions will be available. 

mailto:jmwolford7473@yahoo.com


A private scholarship fund providing tuition assistance for low-income 
families in the 8 counties of Western New York who want to enroll their 
children in private schools.  

BISON Scholarship Quick Facts:
Complete a pre-application 
online at bisonfund.com 
between January 1 and 

Watch for notification after 
the BISON Lottery is 
held in March.  Winners 
are notified by email and 
wait-listed families are also 
notified.

If selected, complete the 
full application online. Enroll 
your child(ren) in the school 
of their choice and ask the 
school to complete the School 
Commitment Form. 

Once all the steps are completed,  
BISON will notify you of your 
scholarship amount.  Watch 
for email notices to annually 
renew your BISON Scholarship in 
February of each year.

•	 Average scholarship of $1,375 and maximum award of $2,100

•	 Currently BISON has over 1,900 scholars in 85 different 
private schools in Western New York.

•	 Each family must contribute toward their  		
child’s private education.

BISON Contact Information:
Cindy McDonald, Program Director (program questions)	 (716) 854-0869 ext. 1  |  cmcdonald@bisonfund.com
Amy Popadick, Executive Director (fundraising questions) 	 (716) 854-0869 ext. 2  |  apopadick@bisonfund.com

Giving Parents a Choice  •Giving Children a Chance

BISON CHILDREN’S SCHOLARSHIP FUND  •  284 DELAWARE AVE  •  BUFFALO  •  NY  •  14202

February 28.  If you have any 
questions, you can call BISON 
at (716) 854-0869 ext. 1.

Income Eligibility Amounts:
Household	 Total Income
      Size		  (Based on 2018 household income)

2		  $ 44,442
3		  $  56,106
4		  $  67,770
5		  $  79,434
6		  $  91,098
7		  $ 102,762
8		  $ 114,426



Giving Parents a Choice  •Giving Children a Chance

FAQ for FAMILIES
More detailed information can be found on our 

website at www.bisonfund.com

Who qualifies for a BISON Scholarship? 

How do new families apply?

How are BISON scholarship recipients chosen?

I received a Scholarship award email ... now what?

I received an email that I’m on a waitlist ... now what?

Why do families have to pay part of the tuition?

What if I am not satisfied with my child’s school?

Residents of the 8 counties of WNY with children entering K-8th grade with a total family income within the 
income eligibility scale.   You may only apply for your biological or legal guardian children.

New families must complete a Pre-Application Form electronically (online) on our website at                
www.bisonfund.com.  The new family deadline is February 28, 2019.  Preference is NOT given to 
early applications; however you must apply by 2/28 to be considered for the lottery.  Families applying 
after the February 28th deadline will be placed on our waitlist.

Scholarships are awarded using a lottery from all submitted Pre-Application Forms in March 2019.  Lottery winners will 
receive an email with a link directing them to complete a full application in order to receive the scholarship.

How do I know if I won the lottery?
All applicants will be notified of lottery results by email in March 2019. If you’re not chosen in the 
lottery you can always reapply for the next school year.

In your award email, there will be a link that will take you where you need to go to compete your 
Full Application.  Click on the link and follow the application steps.  The deadline to complete the 

application is April 30, 2019.  Please be sure to include all your income sources including your 
FEDERAL 1040 tax return, child support, business income, public assistance, food stamps, Social Security 

income, unemployment insurance, worker’s compensation and financial assistance from family & friends.  
Select your school (a complete list can be found on our website) and contact the school to complete the School 

Commitment Form.  After receipt of all the required documents, your scholarship will be calculated based on your household size 
and income, as well as tuition amount.  You must requalify annually to continue with BISON.

Unfortunately, there are always more applicants than available funding.  We keep waitlist names for the 
academic year hopeful that additional funding becomes available.  If you are not taken off the waitlist, you 
will need to resubmit a Pre-Application next year to be considered.

One key component of educational success is parental involvement.  Making a financial sacrifice is a 
strong incentive to becoming and remaining, involved.  BISON scholarships are a hand-up, not a handout.  
BISON families are required to pay a minimum of $500 each year. 

You are free to transfer your student to another private school.  Your scholarship will transfer with you unless 
you are delinquent with tuition payments or a child is asked to leave.  Contact the BISON Fund office if you 
decide to transfer and we will walk you through the next steps.

The scholarship can’t be used for Pre-K. Students must be at least 5 years old by 12/31/19 and 
entering kindergarten. Our BISON 8th graders will have the opportunity to be entered into the high 

school lottery for a chance at a high school scholarship.

Can the scholarship be used for Pre-K or High School?
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