
 

Upcoming Events 

 9/13 - HSA Meeting 6:00 

 9/18 - Pk4-8 Picture Day 

 9/19 - Pk 3 Picture Day 

 9/24 - Pancake Breakfast 

 9/29 - Fall Harvest / Meet the 
Teacher Night 5:30-8:00 with 
Food Trucks 

 10/2 - 1:00 Dismissal, Catholic 
Schools Marathon 

 10/6 - 15 Min. Early Release Drill 

 10/9 - No School - Columbus 
Day 

            NewsNotes 
               St. Mary’s Elementary School 9/13/2017

Happy Wednesday! 
 

Wow! Can you believe that we have begun another school year?  It feels like I 
was just writing to have a great summer. We had a busy summer here at SME. 
The maintenance crew did a fabulous job with cleaning and sprucing up the 
school to get it ready for the new school year. In the office, we also worked on 
getting things ready for the new school year, including putting together some fun 
events for the upcoming year.  Be sure to check out the calendar and school 
website to stay up to date as to all of the happenings. 
 

Tonight is our first HSA (Home School Association) Meeting.  For those not fa-
miliar with the HSA, it is like the old PTA/PTO groups.  The HSA does fundrais-
ing and works to bring fun events to our school. They also do special things 
throughout the year for our teachers. A rundown of the happenings will be pro-
vided at the meeting. If you are interested in becoming a member of the HSA, 
please see one of the members at the meeting. 
 

Also, on Monday, September 18th, we will have student picture day. 
 

I am looking forward to an exciting and rewarding school year for all!! 
 

God's Peace and Love, 
Mrs. Kwitowski 
 

As per the Diocese, all parent volunteers working within the school must be Virtus Certified.  
 

Safe Environment Requirements for Adults: 

1. Attend Protecting God’s Children Workshop and continue ongoing training bulletins/re-certifications.  

2. Complete a standardized employment/volunteer application (Green @ SME) 

3. Sign the Code of Conduct (Purple @ SME) 

4. Check at least 2 References 

5. Conduct a criminal background check through the Diocese.  
 

A list of upcoming workshops is being included with this NewsNote.  Parents looking to become certified will need to regis-
ter online at www.buffalodiocese.org/protecting-gods-children. Once you have completed your workshop, two forms (#2 & 
#3 indicated above) will need to be completed in their entirety  and returned to SME.  
 

If you have any questions regarding your Virtus status, please email Amanda Kuhn at secretary@smeschool.com  

 

Virtus 

If you need to email the school for any reason: dismissal 
change/absentee notification/questions etc.. please be 

sure to email secretary@smeschool.com.  

Any other email address will result in your message not 
being received in the school office!  



 

Athletics 

Welcome to all returning families and all NEW families to St. Mary's 
Elementary school!  All information regarding the sports program at 
S.M.E. will be communicated to you through the Newsnotes each 
week.  Additionally, if you want to know more about the Athletics 
program, the athletic handbook and Diocesan guidelines are avail-
able on the school website under the Athletics tab. 
 

The Athletic office is located in room 134 which is across from the 
main office.  (The space is shared with the scrip office.)  The best 

way to contact me is through email, athletics@smeschool.com. 
 

The Fall sports team rosters are all finalized and coached by:  
 

Varsity Boys Baseball: Steve Kuhn and Scott Corcoran 
Varsity 8th gr. Girls Volleyball: Ted Kuzniarek 

Varsity 7th gr. Girls Volleyball:  
Amanda Wentland and Tara Petroski 
JV Girls volleyball: Michelle McCrea 

Varsity co-ed Cross Country: Julie Wolford 
Swim team: Jen and Nick Fulciniti 

 

Thank you to the coaches for their dedication to coaching the ath-
letes from S.M.E.!   
 

I wish all teams the BEST with their upcoming season! 
 

Please check the website for the team schedules! 
 

Julie Wipperman, Athletic Coordinator 
St. Mary's Elementary School 

athletics@smeschool.com 
716-683-2112 ext. 313 

Autumn Gold 

The 23rd Annual Autumn Gold Event will be here before 
we know it! I am looking for parents who are interested 
and able to help keep this important fundraiser going! As-
sistance is needed with: Advertising, Raffles, Bar, Food & 
Entertainment. We will be holding an Autumn Gold Meet-
ing on Thursday, September 21st at 6:00 in the school to 
plan our event.  
 

If we are able to exceed our expectations with this fund-
raiser we anticipate there will be no change to our tuition 
rate for the ‘18-’19 school year. If we are unable to reach 
our fundraising goals we are certain to see an increase.  
 

The event will be held on November 3, 2017 right here in 
our school. The raffle boasts $20,000 in prizes, a total of 
48 prizes in all! Tickets are just $50 and admit two adults 
to the party.  
 

This will be my last year running this important fundraiser. 
If you are able to join the AG Team for this year and/or 
beyond please email Amanda Kuhn at Au-
tumnGold@smeschool.com. Thank you in advance for 
your assistance and commitment to SME!  

The runners on SME's cross-country team competed in the 
Lancaster Mile Race sponsored by the Lancaster Striders on 
August 24 at Como Park. In the girls' 14 & under age division, 
Margaret N. took first place with a mile time of 6:28. Lainie S. 
was less than a second behind and took second with a time 
of 6:28. Kaylyn O. took third with 7:14. In the boys' division, 
Josh C. took first with a time of 6:36. Tyler L. took second 
with 7:13, and Luke W. earned third with 7:19. The whole team 
did an excellent job representing St. Mary's on and off the 
course. Their next race is September 24 at Cazenovia Park. 

Nurses Corner 

Included in every blue folder is a pink information sheet for 
every child attending SME. Please return this form to the 
school nurse ASAP.  
 

Each child went home with a letter indicating that the SME 
classrooms are nut safe. If you have not yet read this letter, 
please do so and return the bottom portion to the nurse’s 
office.  
 

With our efforts to teach our children to be kind and share, it 
is important to reiterate that germs are not one of those 
items. Please be sure you are encouraging your child to 
blow their nose at home as to get into the habit to do so at 
school as well! Thorough hand washing and use of hand 
sanitizer is also important.  
 

All new students must have a current physical on file. The 
state requires the following grades to also have a current 
physical on file: K,2,4,7. If you anticipate your child partici-
pating in any sports at SME it is good practice to have a 
physical on file to avoid delay in registering/participating in 
those sports. 
 

If you have any questions or need to contact the school 
nurse please call 683-2112 x 128 or email 
morenob@smeschool.com  



 

Book Fair 
Our Fall Scholastic Book Fair will be October 
25-27, 2017. With every purchase our Library 
receives credit to purchase new books. Each 
teacher also creates a wish list for books for 
their classroom.  
 
Darcie Fudoli will be enjoying her last book fair 
this year as her child is graduating. If you are 
interested in taking this event over please email Amanda 
Kuhn at secretary@smeschool.com and your information will 
be shared with her. We thank you in advance for your con-
sideration in continuing this tradition at SME!   

Pancake Breakfast 

Marathon 

The Catholic Schools Marathon will be held on           

Monday, October 2, 2017.  

The children (Pre-K-8) will walk around school grounds 
with their respective class while raising monies for their 
school.   

Monies are used to enhance technology at SME. The 
pledge forms were sent home in today’s blue folder. As 
always, we ask that children collect pledges from family 
and friends. We encourage all students to participate.  The 
pledge form is also used as a permission slip to walk 
around the school grounds.  This needs to be signed 
and returned by  M0NDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

TH
 IN OR-

DER FOR YOUR CHILDREN TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 

WALK.   

All monies may be collected after the Marathon and are 
due by October 27, 2017.  Students are to wear their 
SME attire or their gym uniforms.  This is a rain or shine 
event, so please dress your child in weather appropriate 
attire. 

Our HSA Team will be sponsoring Pancake Breakfasts this school year!  
 

The first pancake breakfast will be held on Sunday, September 24th.  
 

Each breakfast will benefit a different area / item for our school.  

Keep your eye on the next NewsNote for more information!  

 

We will need assistance in order to make it successful! If you are interested in 
helping please fill out the form below and return it to the school office! 

 

Thank you in advance for your continued love of SME!  

YES! Sign Me up to help with the Pancake Breakfast on 9/24!  

I am able to help: 

 Set Up    Cook 

  Serve     Clean Up 

Name: ________________________ 

Phone: ________________________ 

Email: _________________________ 



 

St. Mary’s Elementary  
2 St. Mary’s Hill 

Lancaster, NY 14086 
 

  

   “...visible examples 

of  gospel living.” 

Phone:716-683-2112 

Fax: 716-683-2134 

www.smeschool.com

Uniforms 

We took the time to go over the school uniform policy with 
every student in the first days of school. The policy is also 
included in every student agenda. Going forward we will be 
utilizing uniform violation forms. Please be sure that you are 
helping your young students learn to tuck in their shirts and 
buckle their belts, if they are wearing pants with belt loops. 
This is not a task that we are able to assist with, and they 
often get frustrated trying to do it themselves.  
 

Uniform clothing can be purchased imprinted with our logo 
from Land’s End, Flynn O’Hara or McKay’s clothing. Al-
though not required, it is strongly suggested that your child's 
clothing has our logo. Included in today’s blue folder is a 
price list for McKay’s Clothing. 
 

Socks:  
Boys - No athletic branded socks are permitted. All socks 
must show above the ankle. ‘No show’ socks are not permit-
ted.  
Girls - Knee socks in white, navy or black or tights must be 
worn with jumpers/skorts/shorts. No athletic branded socks 
are permitted.   
 

Leggings - Girls are not permitted to wear leggings with the 
exception of under a dress or skirt on dress up/down days.  
 

Students have the opportunity to ‘shop’ the uniform ex-
change table in lieu of calling a parent to bring a change of 
clothes.  

Bottle Return Picture Day 

The Graduating Class of 2018 would greatly appreciate 
your help by having you donate your refundable water and 
pop bottles to benefit their class at the following recycling 
locations: 
 

St. Mary's Elementary - entry foyer (a recycling bin has 
been placed for your convenience) 
 
Cash For Cans:  
2500 George Urban Blvd., Depew, NY (between Dick and 
Transit) 
480 Aurora St, Lancaster, NY  (corner of Aurora and Wil-
liam Stss) 
 
Deposit Depot: 
5150 Broadway , Lancaster, NY (between McDonalds and 
Dollar General) 
 
Simply drop off your bottles at these locations and say 
"Theses are for St Mary's Elementary." 

 
Thank you for your support! 

Parish News 

Be Part of St. Mary's Social Media Community 

St. Mary's Parish has a vibrant and growing social media 
presence. Please join our social media community and be 
a part of our ongoing communications! 

- Visit our parish website at www.stmarysonthehill.com 
and school website at www.smeschool.com.  

- Download our free parish app on your Smartphone. 
Scan the QR code or search for "St. Mary of the 
Assumption" in the Apple and Android stores. Or, 
go to www.parishsolutions.com/assumption. 

- Like our parish and St. Mary's Elementary School on 
Facebook. 

- Follow the parish on Twitter @stmarys716 

 

Pre K 4, Kindergarten - 8th Grade:   

Monday, September 18th  

Pre K 3: Tuesday , September 19th  

Students are asked to dress their best!  



St. Mary’s Elementary 
School 

St. Mary of the  
Assumption Church 

ONE WAY 

Please adhere to the traffic flow and  
KEEP OUR CHILDREN SAFE! 

NO PARKING 
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